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Women’s Community House
N

Executive
Director's
Message
In September of 2015, our new Board of
Directors was elected. We are thrilled to have
Anne Baxter back. She is our new Chair and
has a long history with Women’s Community
House (WCH).
Since last Spring, WCH has experienced a few
changes. Despite funding issues, we were
able to continue to operate our Counselling
and Support Centre (CSC) four(4) days a week
(Monday to Thursday) from 10 am to 5 pm. Due
to rave reviews from CSC clients on the
evaluation of the service received through the
CSC, it was deemed necessary to keep the CSC
operating as often as possible. After much
strategizing on how we could possibly reopen
the CSC for five(5) days a week, without any
extra costs to the agency, we will, as of May 1,
2016, be opening the Counselling and Support
Centre five days a week from 10am to 5pm,
Monday to Friday!
Our Board of Directors approved our 2016-17
budget at their March board meeting. We
continue to be challenged to raise enough
money to provide the degree of service needed
for the women and children we serve. Once
again, we will be calling on the generosity of our
community to help us ensure the needs of our
residents are met.
We are very grateful that the Ministry of the
Attorney General has again extended the
contract for the successful and much-needed
Family Court Support Program for another two
years. Thank you.
The work carries on with the exploration of
a potential unification between Women’s
Community House and the Sexual Assault
Centre London (SACL). We are in the midst of
Phase 2, working on the business plan, with
the hopes of making a decision to move
forward – or not – by the end of the summer.
Last December, we were sad to say goodbye
to one of our development staff, Suzanne
Fratschko Elliott. Suzanne’s role focused on

Women’s
Community
House
major gifts and planned giving for WCH. If you
would like to donate to our organization or
discuss planned giving, please contact Pamela
Coray, Development Manager at 519-642-3003
ext. 2252 or PamelaC@shelterlondon.org.

Providing safe places

In May 2016, our Finance Team extraordinaire,
Melanie Murphy and Ewa Kaminski, are
retiring. Melanie has been our financial guru for
28 years, and her right-hand woman, Ewa, has
been assisting her for 18 years …WOW! Even
though it is tough to see them leave us, we could
not be happier for them and wish them a long
and amazingly wonderful retirement! On that
note, we happily welcome Tracy Gallina, as our
new Finance Manager and Sophia Alferova as
our new Finance Assistant.

their children

and services for
abused women and

Thank you to the women and their children we
serve, our donors, volunteers, staff and board.
We are all in this together, and that’s what makes
this journey possible.
Peace,

Kate Wiggins
Executive Director
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Classic Hits

Coming this June...

Grand House
Party 14

of the

DNA-encoded for providing true-to-cover
arrangements of classic rock, pop and
soul standards, and at $45 a ticket,
Grand House Party is exceptional value
for the buck*.

’60s,’70s &’80s

RE-MASTERED

Held yearly in London’s premier performing arts
centre – the luxurious 839-seat Grand Theatre main
stage – Grand House Party brings together some of
Canada’s best professional musicians and vocalists
for a world class live show experience.
This year’s Party features a sampling of some of the most
perfect songs from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s, RE-MASTERED
by our performers into one ultimate two-hour show.
Joining the irreplaceable Jean Meilleur on stage are
Party veterans – the fantastic Katalin Kiss, Andrea
Koziol and the Nylons’ Gavin Hope – along with the
Grand House Party Choir providing backup vocals.

Mark your calendars! Our two signature
events are fast approaching:
The Grand House Party 14, Classic Hits of the
’60s,’70s &’80s: Remastered, is on Friday, June
24, 2016. Tickets are just $45 and I hear that
the tickets are already flying out the door, so
go to the website now and get your tickets:
www.grandhouseparty.ca or call the Grand
Theatre Box Office at 519-672-8800.
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® will be held Sunday,
September 18, 2016 … to all the great men
out there, if you’re not a walker already, prepare
to be one and join the red shoe movement
by going to www.walkamilelondon.ca for more
information.

E

The incomparable Grand House Party Orchestra, under
the direction of Jeff Christmas, features ace guitarist
and fret-shredder Dave Dunlop with John Regan on
piano, bassist Mitch Tyler and Lighthouse’s Donald
Paulton on keyboards. Making the congas sing and the
timbales talk is Rob LaRose on Latin percussion – and
there will also be a 4-piece horn section like no other.

101 Wellington Road
London, Ontario
N6C 4M7
Ph: 519 . 642 . 3003
Fax: 519 . 642 . 3002
TTY: 519.963.0427
www.shelterlondon.org
WCH video on website
a look inside the shelter

Expect an evening that’s high on quality and quantity
with a songbook of the music of the Beach Boys,
Billy Joel, Michael Jackson, The Temptations, the
Commodores… and many more!
“If you have never been to one of these musicallycharged events, you will want to mark your calendar
now for this year’s party.”
Grand House Party is produced by Women’s
Community House to raise money for Women’s
Community House – Canada’s largest high-security
shelter for abused women and their children.
*Group discounts are available. Follow us on Facebook and
Twitter for Flash Deals.
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Research us at
www.cra.gc.ca/donors
–––––––
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COMMUNITY CORNER

MAN ENOUGH?

Women's Community House continues to celebrate all that our community does to support
us in various ways - throughout the year and through all the seasons.

… to join our League of Extraordinary Gentlemen on Sunday,
September 18, 2016 for the 9th annual Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes® as London and area men GET THE RED OUT to
support Women’s Community House.
IT’S EASY! Register online, reserve your heels and then start
collecting pledges for the opportunity to prove that you have
what it takes to walk one mile around Victoria Park in downtown
London in red high heels.
You could walk away with a $300 MasterCard gift card! Every
walker who turns in $1,000 in pledges (including online pledges)
by August 31st, 2016 receives a $100 MasterCard gift card!
Turn in your pledges August 31st and then keep raising money
and you could also receive a $200 MasterCard gift card AND
the Shoe-per-hero Award if you’re the walker with the most
money raised by one individual walker. See website for more
details!

Happy 5th Anniversary,
Mine101!!
Mine101 first opened its doors on March 25th, 2011
with just three volunteers and a store manager. The
store was open Tuesday to Saturday during the first few
months of operation. It wasn’t long before we were able
to expand the store team to three employees and twelve
volunteers, allowing for increased hours of operation.
Mine101 is now open 7 days a week!

The team that collects the most in pledges will be presented
with the coveted Shoe-be-do Trophy at the post-Walk
ceremonies … and the right of ownership until September 2017!
Women, know some guys who need a little encouragement
to join and you’re up for the challenge of recruiting a
team? Become a Sole Sister! Contact Walk coordinator
Pamela Coray, pamelac@shelterlondon.org or 519-642-3003
ext. 2252, with your team’s name and we’ll make sure your
efforts are recognized with a lovely gift.

Our customer base has grown over the years, and every
day we enjoy meeting new people and sharing our story.
Our customers and donors love to shop and to give. We
are so grateful that they choose to do so at Mine101
and Women’s Community House. This allows us to
continue to offer the best quality items at great prices
every day!

This year’s fundraising goal is $57,000 – let’s set a record this
year. It’s simple! Register online at www.walkamilelondon.ca,
download your pledge form and reserve your shoes. We can fit
up to size 17. The website is designed for online pledges, so
spread the word.

March 2016 marked five years of operation
for Mine101, and we had a celebration. On Thursday,
March 31st, the store was fully stocked with beautiful
things at amazing prices with
an additional 25% off! And,
from 5 to 9 p.m., Mine101
hosted a shopping party with
refreshments and cake.

IT’S FUN! Bring the family! There’s food, free stuff, and you may
even win a great door prize. Walk alone or organize a team!

REGISTER TODAY and LET THE HEELING BEGIN!

Walk a Mile
in Her Shoes

®

Sept.18, 2016
For more info
go to walkamile
london.ca
or
www
.walkamileinher
shoes.org
Standard bearers Mayor Matt Brown with sons & Ed Holder, MP

Thanks to all who have
shopped at Mine101 and,
indirectly, supported services
and programs for abused women and their children at
Women’s Community House. We are also grateful for
those who donate clothing, shoes, handbags and
accessories through our Donations Drop-Off Centre at
our Wellington Road location. Without you, we would not
be the success that we are! Keep shopping...and spread
the word about Mine101!

Knitting With A Passion
...to give!
Mary Walker learned to knit in 1994 from one of her
aunts. She has always enjoyed knitting with a passion,
and even more so now that her brother visits the
Spinrite Yarn Factory Outlet in Listowel on a regular
basis and keeps her supplies fresh and full. Mary loves
to volunteer to help those that need a little bit of help.
The throws that she so carefully and creatively knits are
colourful, soft and provide a soothing warmth be they

used as a blanket,
shawl or toe warmer.
Mary creates these
beautiful blankets for
family and friends,
and she also gives
these
items
to
Women's Community
House often because
she knows that women and children come to the shelter
needing to feel safe and warm, and as soon as they
wrap up in one of these hand-crafted, made-with-loveand-care blankets, that is what they can experience.
Thank you, Mary, from the bottom of our hearts for your
tender heart and for your amazing gifts. Mary's brother,
Rick, also acts as the delivery person for these blankets
(and other items Mary shares with Women's Community
House). Thanks, Rick.

Smith Legacy Lives On at
Women’s Community House
A Tribute in Memory of Don and Joan Smith
For 30 years, until her recent death, Joan Smith
supported abused women and their children through her
annual personal financial investments to Women’s
Community House. Husband Don joined Joan in 2009 to
also provide his annual financial support until his death
in July 2013. Women’s Community House is so very
grateful for the support we received from Don and Joan
Smith over the years.
Children comprise one half of all shelter residents and
they are usually under the age of ten. Through the
combined generosity of Don and Joan, the child
residents at both shelters now, and for years to come,
are able to enjoy thoughtfully designed creative,
innovative and fun outdoor play spaces. As well as
providing recreation, the playgrounds support child
development through a variety of experiences in a
combination of traditional and nature-inspired play
spaces.
Truly, a couple that exemplified a life well lived serving
others.

A Very
Special
Valentine
Card
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